Gustave Flaubert Letters

XCII.    To GITSTAVE FLATTBEET

The halcyons skim over the water and are common every-
where. The name is pretty and sufficiently well known.

I embrace you.

Your troubadour.

Paris, Friday evening, 28 August or 4 September, 1868.
In October, yes, I will try!

XCIIL    To GEORGE SAND

Saturday evening

I received your two notes, dear master. You send me "halcy-
on*' to replace the word, "dragonfly,'9 Georges Pouchet sug-
gested gerre of the lakes (genus, Gerris). Well! neither
the one nor the other suits me, because they do not immediately
make a picture for the ignorant reader.

Must I then describe that little creature? But that would
retard the movement! That would fill up all the landscape!
I shall put "insects with large feet" or "long insects.'* That
would be clear and short.

Few books have gripped me more than Cadio, and I share
entirely MaximeV admiration.

I should have told you of it sooner if my mother and my niece
had not taken my copy. At last, this evening, they gave it
back to me; it is here on my table, and I am turning the pages
as I write you.

In the first place, it seems to me as if it ought to have been
the way it is! It is plain, it gets you and thrills you. How
many people must be like Saint-Gueltas, like Count de Sau-
vi&res, like Rebec! and even like Henri, although the models are
rarer. As for the character of Cadio, which is more of an

1Maxime Du Camp.
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